
Site Inventory Form State Inventory No.   29-01095   New   Supplemental 
State Historical Society of Iowa  Part of a district with known boundaries (enter inventory no.)   29-03685  
(November 2005)  Relationship:   Contributing     Noncontributing 
  Contributes to a potential district with yet unknown boundaries 
 National Register Status:(any that apply)  Listed   De-listed   NHL   DOE 
 9-Digit SHPO Review & Compliance (R&C) Number       
  Non-Extant  (enter year)        
 

1.  Name of Property 
 
historic name     Kresge Building  
 
other names/site number     Downtown Survey Map # DT-66  
 

2.  Location 
 

street & number    318-322 Jefferson  
 

city or town  Burlington    vicinity,    county  Des Moines  
 

Legal Description: (If Rural) Township Name Township No. Range No. Section Quarter of Quarter 
 

                          
 

 (If Urban) Subdivision    Original City   Block(s)     Lot(s)  445A, S 50’6” W ½ & W 1/3 S 10’ of E ½ Lot 444  
W 1/3 Lot 445  

3.  State/Federal Agency Certification [Skip this Section] 
4.  National Park Service Certification [Skip this Section] 
5.  Classification 
Category of Property (Check only one box) Number of Resources within Property     

   building(s) If Non-Eligible Property If Eligible Property, enter number of: 
   district Enter number of:  Contributing Noncontributing 
   site    buildings  1         buildings 
   structure    sites              sites 
   object    structures             structures 
     objects              objects 
    Total   1         Total 
  
Name of related project report or multiple property study (Enter “N/A” if the property is not part of a multiple property examination). 
Title Historical Architectural Data Base Number 
   Intensive Level Historical and Architectural Survey of “East” Downtown Burlington, IA     29-034  
6.  Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
 
   02F04 Commerce / department store     70 vacant  
 
   02A01  Commerce / office building       
 
       
 

7.  Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
 
   09F05: Commercial / brick front  foundation    not visible  
 
   08C Art Deco  walls (visible material)    03 brick  
 
     roof    not visible  
 
     other    05F steel 07 terra cotta  
Narrative Description (  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED) 
8.  Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “x” representing your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria) 

 Yes  No  More Research Recommended A Property is associated with significant events. 
 Yes  No  More Research Recommended B Property is associated with the lives of significant persons. 
 Yes  No  More Research Recommended C Property has distinctive architectural characteristics. 
 Yes  No  More Research Recommended D Property yields significant information in archaeology or history. 



County    Des Moines  Address    318-322 Jefferson  Site Number    29-01095  
City    Burlington  District Number    29-03685  
  
Criteria Considerations 
  A Owned by a religious institution or used  E A reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
 for religious purposes.  F A commemorative property. 
  B Removed from its original location.  G Less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 
  C A birthplace or grave.  50 years. 
  D A cemetery 
 
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) Significant Dates 
 Construction date 

   05: Commerce     1933   check if circa or estimated date 
 Other dates, including renovation 
   02: Architecture     
 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
(Complete if National Register Criterion B is marked above) Architect 
    
  Builder 
    
Narrative Statement of Significance (  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED) 
9.  Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography   See continuation sheet for citations of the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form  
10. Geographic Data 
UTM References (OPTIONAL) 
 Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing 
1                 2                

3                 4                
 
  See continuation sheet for additional UTM references or comments 
11. Form Prepared By 

name/title  Steve Frevert, chair; research by Barb Mackey, volunteer; Rebecca L. McCarley, consultant, Davenport  

organization    Burlington Historic Preservation Commission   date    January 23, 2013  

street & number City Hall, 400 Washington Street   telephone  319-753-8158  

city or town Burlington    state Iowa   zip code  52601  

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION (Submit the following items with the completed form) 
FOR ALL PROPERTIES 
1. Map: showing the property’s location in a town/city or township. 
2. Site plan: showing position of buildings and structures on the site in relation to public road(s). 
3. Photographs:  representative black and white photos.  If the photos are taken as part of a survey for which the Society is to be 

curator of the negatives or color slides, a photo/catalog sheet needs to be included with the negatives/slides and the following 
needs to be provided below on this particular inventory site: 

Roll/slide sheet #       Frame/slot #       Date Taken       
Roll/slide sheet #       Frame/slot #       Date Taken       
Roll/slide sheet #       Frame/slot #       Date Taken       

  See continuation sheet or attached photo & slide catalog sheet for list of photo roll or slide entries. 
  Photos/illustrations without negatives are also in this site inventory file. 
FOR CERTAIN KINDS OF PROPERTIES, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING AS WELL 
1. Farmstead & District: (List of structures and buildings, known or estimated year built, and contributing or noncontributing status) 
2. Barn: 
 a. A sketch of the frame/truss configuration in the form of drawing a typical middle bent of the barn. 
 b. A photograph of the loft showing the frame configuration along one side. 
 c. A sketch floor plan of the interior space arrangements along with the barn’s exterior dimensions in feet. 

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line 
Concur with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility:  Yes  No  More Research Recommended 
    This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district. 
 
Comments:   
 
Evaluated by (name/title):     Date:   
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7. Narrative Description 
 
This is a two story commercial building with the principal entries on Jefferson Street (south façade). The 
building is L shaped, with the northeast corner of the apparent square building not actually part of the 
building. The walls are principally light buff brick with projecting russet brick accents. These accents 
include horizontal bands between the first and second stories and between the windows on the corner 
window sections, as well as a diagonal lattice pattern across the center of the frieze on the south and 
west sides. A simple band of limestone extends across the south and west sides as a continuous 
window lintel of the second story windows, and the parapet has limestone coping.  
 
The southwest corner of the building projects slightly, as does the secondary entrance areas at the 
north end of the west side and the east end of the south/front side.  The storefront along the Jefferson 
Street (south) side was remodeled around 1965 for S.S. Kresge Company to modernize their store.  
This side has three entries. The two on the left/west are set in an oblong recessed area with a tiled 
entry. The right/east entry, also recessed, leads to the second story. The storefront largely consists of 
aluminum framed display windows. The rest of the first floor storefront and the adjacent projecting 
portion of the west wall are clad in pink enameled steel panels. The panels on the west wall are 
covering an earlier display window area. The same material covers the posts that support the second 
story wall above the storefront. There is a length of copper flashing above the storefront.  As noted, the 
second story has a slightly projected end section, each with two double-hung steel windows.  The 
center section then has three pairs of one-over-one-light double-hung steel windows.  The end sections 
have the horizontal russet brick accents further accentuating the corners, and the center section has 
the diagonal russet brick detail.   
 
The west side along 4th Street likewise has slightly projected end sections with horizontal russet brick 
detail further accentuating the corners.  The south corner has been covered with panels on the first 
story, with two one-over-one-light double-hung steel windows on the second story.  The north corner 
has the original entry to the upper story spaces, set back with stepped brick detail.  Within this section 
to the right/south, there is a set of double doors with distinctively shaped glass panels to the first story, 
with two one-over-one-light double-hung steel windows above it.  The doors leading to the first story 
have small glass display cases on either side. The recessed entry to the second story also has a 
vertical limestone accent above the entry, and the roofline projects slightly above the rest of the building 
with a curved end detail. These entries are set off by what appear to be granite panels at the bulkhead 
level; they are actually glazed terra cotta.  Five large rectangular windows are found on the center 
section of the west side on the first story.  The two furthest to the north are slightly smaller due to the 
grade of the sidewalk. They have simple black metal railings across the bottom portion of the glass.  
 
The rear elevations are visible due to demolition of an earlier building that extended behind the east 
half of the 1867 original block, thus cut into the “square” corner for the Kresge building.   
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8. Narrative Statement of Significance 
 
The Kresge Building appears to contribute historically and architecturally to a potential Downtown 
Commercial Historic District.  It was built in 1933 with retail space for the S.S. Kresge Company on the 
first story and a number of offices on the second story, and it was completed in a short period of time 
due to the overall lack of construction in this period.  The building followed a simpler and wider footprint 
than earlier buildings within a core of downtown Burlington, and the architectural style is found in the 
simple brick details of the corner sections and contrasting brick.  S.S. Kresge Company continued to 
operate here until they closed in the early 1960s, and a number of offices were found on the second 
story through this period.  The Kresge Building appears to be individually eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for its architecture.  It is a significant design in the 
early 1930s in downtown Burlington, and its integrity appears to be strong.  Further assessment of the 
interior would solidify this determination.  The building also appears to be individually eligible under 
Criterion A for its association with the S.S. Kresge Company and role as a mid-20th century office 
building in downtown Burlington. 
 
This building replaced about the west two-thirds of the former Hedge-Ransom-Palmer Block on the site, 
leaving the eastern two storefronts at 312-314 Jefferson (see State Site #29-01092).  The west two-
thirds (four storefronts) of the block was financed/built by Thomas Hedge.  S.S. Kresge opened in the 
west third of the block at 320-322 Jefferson around 1916.  By 1920, the local branches of national five 
and ten cent stores of S.S. Kresge Company (320-322 Jefferson, rebuilt) and F.W. Woolworth 
Company (312-314 Jefferson, State Site #29-01092) operated in opposite ends of the 1867 Italianate 
Hedge Block.  The 1926 city directory lists 312-314 as F.W. Woolworth Company, 312 ½ as dentist Dr. 
R.E. Gladson, 316 as Gnahn’s Book Store, 318 as G.H. Neff & Company, 318 ½ as Hedge Block with 
several offices, and 320-322 as S.S. Kresge Company. 
 
The Kresge store had a long term lease on the building and was already located on the site when 
expansion plans were announced (Hawk-Eye, January 21, 1932, 10). Initially this was to be a remodel, 
but eventually the company decided to raze a portion of the Hedge Block and build new (Hawk-Eye, 
January 1, 1933, 5). Work on the building went very quickly, perhaps in light of the need for work during 
the Great Depression. By February, approximately 100 men were on the job. All members of the local 
bricklayers’ union were employed, and additional workers were being brought in from Mount Pleasant 
and Fort Madison (Hawk-Eye, February 25, 1933, 10). The east portion of the new storefront (316 
Jefferson) would be leased to Niemann Drug Co. (Hawk-Eye, March 31, 1933, 5). The completed 
building opened on April 6, 1933, scarcely three months after the initial demolition began. It was said to 
be the first automatically cooled business building in Burlington, with fans drawing up cool basement air 
in the summer months. Along with being a five and dime/variety store, there was a lunch counter and 
soda fountain. Cooking took place in a basement kitchen (Hawk-Eye, April 5, 1933, 4).  S.S. Kresge 
Company operated in the main ground level space from 1933 into the 1960s.  The Hedge family 
continued to own the property through this period. 
 
Additional space for tenants was also incorporated into the building.  Nieman Drug originally located 
here from the Medical Arts Building in 1933, listed in the east storefront space at 316.  The “Kresge 
Building” was then listed at 320 Jefferson, with at least 13 office spaces listed.  Only two were vacant 
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per the 1937 directory, with two optometrists, two chiropractors, Local Finance Company, real estate 
office, insurance office, beauty shop, sewing shop, and jeweler listed.  S.S. Kresge Company, managed 
by C.R. Garland, is then listed at 322 Jefferson.  By 1937, the drug store at 316 had changed to Fischer 
& Drebenstedt Drug Company, and they are listed here still in 1940.  By 1942, S.S. Kresge Company is 
then listed at 316-322 Jefferson, occupying the full first story.  The offices for the Kresge Building 
remained with a 320-322 Jefferson address, with a similar mix of types of professionals and small retail 
outlets.  This arrangement of spaces continued through the 1940s and 1950s.  In 1957, offices included 
two beauty shops, chiropractor, four insurance offices, two real estate offices, a dressmaker, a 
collection agency, the Christian Science Reading Room, the United Detective Agency, and a jeweler 
(Gregg Houck). 
 
By 1940, the number of “5 cent to $1.00” stores increased to three and remained concentrated on the 
north side of the 300 block of Jefferson: S.S. Kresge Company (320-322 Jefferson), F.W. Woolworth 
Company (312-314 Jefferson), and Neisner Bros, Inc. (308-310 Jefferson).  “Five and dime” stores 
continued to line the north side of the 300 block of Jefferson in 1947, with Neisner Bros Inc at 304 
Jefferson, F.W. Woolworth Company at 312 Jefferson, and S.S. Kresge Company at 316 Jefferson.  
F.W. Woolworth Company had operated for over 40 years in the eastern section of the 1867 Hedge 
Block at 312-314 Jefferson when they decided to move to a new building across the street at the 
southeast corner of Jefferson and 3rd Street in 1958.  In May 1958, Carl A. Nelson Company is noted to 
have just won the contract to modernize S.S. Kresge store at 320 Jefferson (“Carl A. Nelson, 
Contractor,” Hawk-Eye Gazette, May 14, 1958, 6). 
 
The S.S. Kresge Corp had been leasing the property from descendants of the Hedge family for 
decades, and they finally purchased it in transactions in 1958 and 1966 (Transfer Book 13, p. 108).  In 
1963, S.S. Kresge Company is listed at 316 Jefferson, with Ralph A. Gustafson as manager.  The 
offices of the Kresge Building are then listed at 320-322 Jefferson.  The 1965 city directory continues to 
show S.S. Kresge Company at 316 Jefferson, with the Kresge Building at 320-322 Jefferson.  It 
appears that the storefront was altered in 1965.  Work was noted in May 1965 that S.S. Kresge 
Company is remodeling its building at 320 Jefferson, which had been the Dixie Shop, for rental.  Work 
included new floors, new front, and a lower ceiling, along with new heating and cooling units (Hawk 
Eye, May 5, 1965, 28).  
 
The 1966 parcel was sold to E.C. Inc. in 1968.  The 316 first story commercial space was occupied by 
the Jupiter Discount Store per the 1968 city directory. Kresge sold its last interest in the property in 
1973 (Transfer Book 13, p. 108).  The 1970 city directory continues to list the Kresge Building at 320 
Jefferson with several tenants in the second story offices 
 
After all businesses had vacated the second story, the first story remained occupied by discount and 
variety stores until the early 2000s. The entire building is vacant at this time.  
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City Directories, Burlington, Iowa, various dates.  On microfiche at the Burlington Public Library 
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prepared on file at State Historic Preservation Office, Des Moines, IA.   
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Burlington, Iowa. 
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Location map 

 
Base aerial photography by Aerial Services Inc for Des Moines County GIS Commission, March 2010. 
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Building plan (from assessor’s website) 
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Historic images 

 
Full six-storefront block in early 1900s (Downtown Partners collection) 
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Kresge Building during 1946 centennial parade (Downtown Partners collection). 
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Series of dime stores on north side of 300 block of Jefferson in early 1950s (Downtown Partners 

collection) 
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Digital photographs 
 

 
Photograph 29-01095-001 – West and south elevations, looking northeast (McCarley, November 15, 2012) 
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Photograph 29-01095-002 – South elevation, looking north (McCarley, November 15, 2012) 
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Photograph 29-01095-003 – Detail of storefront remodel, looking northeast (McCarley, June 20, 2012) 
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Photograph 29-01095-004 – West elevation, looking east (McCarley, June 20, 2012) 
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Photograph 29-01095-005 – North portion of west elevation, looking east (McCarley, November 15, 2012) 
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Photograph 29-01095-006 – North and east rear elevations, looking west (McCarley, November 15, 2012) 


