
Site Inventory Form State Inventory No.   29-01243   New   Supplemental 
State Historical Society of Iowa  Part of a district with known boundaries (enter inventory no.)   29-03685  
(November 2005)  Relationship:   Contributing     Noncontributing 
  Contributes to a potential district with yet unknown boundaries 
 National Register Status:(any that apply)  Listed   De-listed   NHL   DOE 
 9-Digit SHPO Review & Compliance (R&C) Number       
  Non-Extant  (enter year)        
 
1.  Name of Property 
 
historic name    Arion Theater    
 
other names/site number     Downtown Survey Map # DT-09  
 

2.  Location 
 

street & number   208-212 N. Main Street    
 

city or town  Burlington    vicinity,    county  Des Moines  
 

Legal Description: (If Rural) Township Name Township No. Range No. Section Quarter of Quarter 
 

                          
 

 (If Urban) Subdivision    Original City   Block(s)     Lot(s)  90 & 90A   
3.  State/Federal Agency Certification [Skip this Section] 
4.  National Park Service Certification [Skip this Section] 
5.  Classification 
Category of Property (Check only one box) Number of Resources within Property     
   building(s) If Non-Eligible Property If Eligible Property, enter number of: 
   district Enter number of:  Contributing Noncontributing 
   site    buildings  1         buildings 
   structure    sites              sites 
   object    structures             structures 
     objects              objects 
    Total   1         Total 
  
Name of related project report or multiple property study (Enter “N/A” if the property is not part of a multiple property examination). 
Title Historical Architectural Data Base Number 
   Intensive Level Historical and Architectural Survey of “East” Downtown Burlington, IA     29-034  
6.  Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
 
 02A08:  Commerce/Trade – Laundry or Dry cleaner     02A01: Commerce/Trade: Office bldg.     
 
 08A02:  Recreation and Culture – Movie Theater         
 
 02G01: Commerce/Trade – Cafe or diner (Restaurant)        
 

7.  Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
 
   09F05: Commercial / brick front  foundation    04 Stone  
 
     walls (visible material)   03 Brick    
 
     roof   not visible    
 
     other      
Narrative Description (  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED) 
8.  Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “x” representing your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria) 

 Yes  No  More Research Recommended A Property is associated with significant events. 
 Yes  No  More Research Recommended B Property is associated with the lives of significant persons. 
 Yes  No  More Research Recommended C Property has distinctive architectural characteristics. 
 Yes  No  More Research Recommended D Property yields significant information in archaeology or history. 



County    Des Moines  Address  208-212 N. Main Street    Site Number    29-01243  
City    Burlington  District Number    29-03685  
  
Criteria Considerations 
  A Owned by a religious institution or used  E A reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
 for religious purposes.  F A commemorative property. 
  B Removed from its original location.  G Less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 
  C A birthplace or grave.  50 years. 
  D A cemetery 
 
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) Significant Dates 
 Construction date 

   05: Commerce   1946     check if circa or estimated date 
 Other dates, including renovation 
     .   
 
Significant Person Architect/Builder 
(Complete if National Register Criterion B is marked above) Architect 
    
  Builder 

    
Narrative Statement of Significance (  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED) 
9.  Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography   See continuation sheet for citations of the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form  

10. Geographic Data 
UTM References (OPTIONAL) 
 Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing 
1                 2                
3                 4                
 
  See continuation sheet for additional UTM references or comments 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Angela A. Adams, Mary Toal, Barb Mackey, Volunteers;  Rebecca L. McCarley, consultant, Davenport  

organization    Burlington Historic Preservation Commission   date January 28, 2013  

street & number City Hall, 400 Washington Street   telephone  319-753-8158  

city or town Burlington    state Iowa   zip code  52601  

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION (Submit the following items with the completed form) 

FOR ALL PROPERTIES 
1. Map: showing the property’s location in a town/city or township. 
2. Site plan: showing position of buildings and structures on the site in relation to public road(s). 
3. Photographs:  representative black and white photos.  If the photos are taken as part of a survey for which the Society is to be 

curator of the negatives or color slides, a photo/catalog sheet needs to be included with the negatives/slides and the following 
needs to be provided below on this particular inventory site: 

Roll/slide sheet #       Frame/slot #       Date Taken       
Roll/slide sheet #       Frame/slot #       Date Taken       
Roll/slide sheet #       Frame/slot #       Date Taken       

  See continuation sheet or attached photo & slide catalog sheet for list of photo roll or slide entries. 
  Photos/illustrations without negatives are also in this site inventory file. 
FOR CERTAIN KINDS OF PROPERTIES, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING AS WELL 
1. Farmstead & District: (List of structures and buildings, known or estimated year built, and contributing or noncontributing status) 
2. Barn: 
 a. A sketch of the frame/truss configuration in the form of drawing a typical middle bent of the barn. 
 b. A photograph of the loft showing the frame configuration along one side. 
 c. A sketch floor plan of the interior space arrangements along with the barn’s exterior dimensions in feet. 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line 
Concur with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility:  Yes  No  More Research Recommended 
    This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district. 
 
Comments:   
 
Evaluated by (name/title):     Date:   
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7. Narrative Description 
 
The façade of this building dates to construction work in 1946.  The building occupied the three north 
storefronts of the 1856 three-story Grimes Block.  The 208/south storefront provided access to the 
upper stories, and this section stretched back to the alley.  The north 210-212 section was only half-
depth on the lot, and this building was partially demolished and rebuilt in 1946 for the Arion Theater and 
extended to the full depth of the lot.  The second story of 208 and front of the building was removed and 
rebuilt for the current unified façade and overall two story building.  The façade is buff brick with three 
courses of red brick as the main architectural accents.  The top line near the top of the parapet stretch 
across the full width of the building, with the second lines each extending about one-third across the 
building, and the lower course only about one-sixth across the building from each side.  The second 
story has six one-over-one-light double-hung windows with red brick rowlock sills.  Historic photographs 
show that the first story was configured with the main theater entrance centered on the north two-thirds 
(210-212) of the building, with two entries into the 208 restaurant and to the upper story at the far 
right/south.  This configuration generally remains with the more recent storefront remodel.  The design 
of the storefront ties into the building to the north at 214-216 N. Main, both owned by Two Rivers 
Financial Group which also owns the bank on the north corner and drive-in bank on the south corner.  
The south side of the building is clad in metal siding, covering the brick party wall that was exposed 
with the demolition of the south half of the Grimes Block in 1962.  The city vacated the alley to the 
bank, provided that they maintain access to the rear of this building and adjacent building.  Thus, the 
rear faces a parking area to the east.  The south/208 one-third of the building appears to be part of the 
rear wall of the Grimes Block, with an entry on the first story and two covered windows on the second 
story.  The brick on the north two-thirds of the rear/east of the building indicates its later 1946 
construction, with two entries to the south and one entry to the north on the first story.  The second 
story has a small balcony added, with two added large windows and a smaller double-hung window. 
 
 
8. Narrative Statement of Significance 
 
The Arion Theater appears to contribute historically to the potential Downtown Commercial Historic 
District.  The building was partially rebuilt in 1946 for the Arion Theater at a height of two stories with a 
new brick façade.  The overall building included the Arion Theater at 210 N. Main, a small jewelry store 
space at 212 N. Main, the Casino Café at 208 N. Main, and the Arion Club on the second story.  These 
businesses were prominent in downtown Burlington through the 1940s and into the 1950s.  When the 
theater was bought out in 1953, the space was renovated for an expanded restaurant, with the Arion 
Restaurant operating out of this main space and extending into the 208 space with banquet and private 
dining rooms on the second story.  This prominent local business continued to operate here until 1986, 
and its history contributes to the historic significance of the potential Downtown Commercial Historic 
District.  With the first story remodel and later interior remodel for offices, it is likely that the building 
does not retain sufficient integrity for individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places, 
though the interior has not been fully evaluated through this project. 
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Senator James W. Grimes built a large three-story corner building with six storefronts at 200-212 N. 
Main Street in 1856, designed by architect Joel Stover.  The building was constructed as two 60-foot 
wide sections, with an opera house on the third story of the south half (Business Directory and Review 
of the City of Burlington 1856: 19).  It was known as the Grimes Building and Grimes Hall.  A political 
speech was given by Abraham Lincoln in the new Grimes Hall on October 8, 1858.  The south half of 
the building was torn down in 1962 for the construction of the Burlington Bank & Trust Motor Bank on 
the south 60’ of the block. 
 
Sanborn maps show that a center staircase existed at the junction point of the two halves of the 
buildings.  The north 60-feet of the building consisted of three-story section that extended the full depth 
(118’) of the lot to the alley for the south third (20’) of the building, while the north two-thirds (40’) 
extended half the depth at a height of three stories and the remainder at one-story.  While the west half 
of the north 40’ was owned by Grimes, the one-story warehouse on the east half was owned by the 
Norton family.  The 1886 Sanborn map shows a saloon and billiards at 208, restaurant at 210, and 
tailor at 212.  The 1892 Sanborn map shows billiards at 208, restaurant at 210, and tailor at 212.  The 
full block from 200-212 N. Main Street is labeled as “Grimes Block.”  Newspaper references in the 
1890s place Arion Hall in the Grimes Block, and the 1894 city directory lists Grimes Opera House at the 
northeast corner of Main and Valley and Arion Hall at Main and Valley as well.  The 1900 Sanborn map 
shows three stores, and the one-story rear section has been demolished, with the Grimes family then 
acquiring this part of the lot.  Various businesses operated in the three storefronts of 208, 210, and 212.  
Bacher’s French Dry Cleaning was the longest occupant, listed at 212 N. Main from 1916 to 1942.  The 
1931 Sanborn map shows the same configuration as in 1900 – 208 is three stories for the full depth of 
the lot back to the alley, while 210 and 212 sit only on the west half of the north 40’ of the lot.  Stairs 
continue to be located at the south end of 208, though the corner building (now 200-204) was 
remodeled for Montgomery Ward in 1929, installing a new brick façade.   
 
In 1936, Arthur Diewold opened a restaurant/bar, The Brown Derby, at 210 N. Main Street.  The 1937 
city directory lists the Brown Derby Café at 210 N. Main Street, with Bacher’s French Dry Cleaning at 
212 and 208 vacant.  He was raided by the city in 1939 and liquor license revoked, and his brother-in-
law Paul Dehn then applied for a liquor license and is listed here in the 1940 city directory (Dick 
Diewold interview, city directories).  Transfer books show that Arthur and Bertha Diewold bought the 
208 property in January 1940, and then bought the larger 210-212 property in May 1940.  The 
restaurant/bar then moved to the 208 section.  The 1942 city directory lists the Casino Café run by 
Arthur Diewold and Paul Dehn at 208 N. Main, advertising fine foods, your favorite beer, soft drinks, 
cigars, and cigarettes.  James Waters operated a clothing store in 210 and Bacher’s Laundry and Dry 
Cleaning is listed still at 212.  In the 1945 city directory, Casino Café (“for fine foods”) was listed at 208 
N. Main, with Lawrence E. Miller, chef for Casino Café, listed in the apartment on the second story with 
his wife Mary.  The Ladies’ Shop, operated by Jim Waters, was located at 212 N. Main.   
 
In 1946, Arthur Diewold undertook a major construction project to construct a theater on the north 40’ of 
the property.  The third story and front of the building were removed, with the new theater building 
extending the full depth to the alley.  The Casino Café continued to operate at 208 through the 
construction process, with its third story and front removed as part of the project.  The current buff brick 
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façade was then installed, as well as a theater marquee on the 210-212 section (Dick Diewold 
interview).  The Arion Theater opened here in November 1946, and a private supper club known also 
as the Arion Club opened on the second story on January 1, 1947.  The name Arion was from Greek 
mythology and noted about a doorway in the old building (“History, hospitality on Arion’s menu,” Hawk-
Eye, February 23, 1982, 6).  Arthur’s son Dick (Richard) began working for the family business in 1946, 
followed by his brother Tom (Thomas) in 1949.  The northwest corner of the theater portion had a small 
store room, roughly 12 by 12 feet, with Arion Jewelers run by Frank Capua listed here in the 1947 city 
directory.  The directory also lists the Casino Café at 208 (Arthur E. Diewold and Paul E. Dehn), Arion 
Theatre at 210, and Club Arion at 210 ½ N. Main.  The Casino Café included a restaurant, bar, and 
dance hall.  Arthur E. Diewold is then listed as the sole owner of Casino Café in the 1951 city directory.  
The Lions Club is listed with the Arion Club at 210 ½ N. Main.  An ad for the Casino Café in the 
February 1947 issue of the Railroader shows the remodeled building with the theater and café. 
 
In 1951, there were five theaters in Burlington: Palace Theater (312-318 N. 3rd Street, extant), Arion 
Theatre (210 N. Main, extant), Capitol Theater (211 N. 3rd St, extant), Zephyr Theatre (in former 
Masonic Temple at 420 Jefferson, extant), and Burlington Drive-In Theatre (Agency Rd).  Central 
States Theaters operated the other three downtown theaters as well as the drive-in, with the Arion as 
the only independent local theater.  They bought out the Arion Theater and all their motion picture 
equipment in early 1953, with the theater then closing on March 7, 1953 (“Arion Theater to be Closed; 
Restaurant will Occupy Site,” Hawk-Eye, February 21, 1953, 9).  Arthur Diewold then remodeled the 
theater space into a larger restaurant.  The sloping floor was leveled off, and the main kitchen moved 
from the 208/Casino section into the old theater section.  Openings were made in the first story walls to 
connect the spaces.  The Casino Café closed in August 1953, with the full first story then known as the 
Arion Restaurant.  Management then also shifted from Arthur Diewoldt to his sons Dick and Tom (Dick 
Diewold interview; “History, hospitality on Arion’s menu,” Hawk-Eye, February 23, 1982, 6). 
 
The 1952 Sanborn map shows 208 as a two-story restaurant, with a combined double space for 210-
212 extending the full depth of the lot back to the alley.  This two-story section includes a note along the 
front of the building of “from plans.”  This may refer to interior remodeling, as Dick Diewold indicates 
construction of the north/theater section in 1946.  The ad in February 1947 in Railroader also confirms 
that the façade remodel was complete by that date.  Steel posts are indicated between 208 and the 
combined 210-212.  The 1963 Sanborn map then shows a restaurant in both 208 and the combined 
210-212, with a small store space in the northwest corner of 212.  A marquee is noted as extending out 
from 210-212. 
 
Newspaper ads in July 1953 cited the “New Arion Restaurant” (Hawk-Eye, July 13, 1953, 11). Ads 
promoted their famous family style chicken dinners, as well as entertainment on the piano and 
Hammond organ (Hawk-Eye, November 5, 1953, 9).  Private party and banquet rooms at the Arion 
Club at 210 ½ N. Main were available for rental for parties, banquets, dances, club meetings, displays, 
dinner parties, family reunions, etc. (Hawk-Eye, December 26, 1953, 8).  In September 1953, Moxley’s 
Jewelry in the Arion Building was noted as going out of business (Hawk-Eye, September 30, 1953, 6).  
Ads in 1954 indicate that the Arion Restaurant at 210 N. Main had added “carry out” service.  Ads 
urged people to call to order anything on the menu to pick up and east in the comfort of your own home 
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(Hawk-Eye, March 3, 1954, 18).  The 1955 city directory lists the Arion Restaurant operated by Richard 
A. and Thomas E. Diewold at 208-210 N. Main, with Willis William, the cook, living in the apartment at 
208 ½ N. Main.  The small 212 N. Main corner space was occupied by jeweler Royal H. Law.  It is then 
listed as Law’s Jewelry in the 1957 city directory.   
 
The 1960 city directory lists the Arion Restaurant at 208-210 N. Main operated by Richard A. and 
Thomas E. Diewold, with the notes “for fine foods,” rooms for private parties, pizza, and carryout 
services.  The Burlington Junior Chamber of Commerce is listed at 208 ½ N. Main.  Royal H. Law 
continued to run Law’s Jewelry at 212 N. Main, with diamonds, watches, and clock, watch, and jewelry 
repairing.  In 1963, 212 is listed as vacant, with the Burlington Junior Chamber of Commerce at 210 
and the Arion Restaurant at 208-210 N. Main.  The Burlington Junior Chamber of Commerce then 
shifted back to a listing of 208 ½ N. Main, with B&A Coin Center run by R.W. Richardson in the small 
store space at 212 N. Main Street.  Through the 1960s and 1970s, the main restaurant was located on 
the first story, with a large banquet room and private dining rooms on the second story.  Impromptu 
shows were held on the second story by performers, such as Victor Borge who visited the club after his 
performance at Memorial Auditorium (Dick Diebold interview; “History, hospitality on Arion’s menu,” 
Hawk-Eye, February 23, 1982, 6).  An article highlighted the history of the Arion in 1982, and Dick 
Diebold had taken over as chef in the recent years.  A number of waitresses had worked at the Arion 
for over two decades, including Jennie Zahner, Janet Mustard, Betty Siefken, and Dorothy Rive 
(“History, hospitality on Arion’s menu,” Hawk-Eye, February 23, 1982, 6). 
 
Competition with businesses and restaurants in the western section of Burlington along Roosevelt 
Avenue hurt many downtown businesses by the 1970s and 1980s.  Likewise, the Arion Restaurant saw 
their business decrease in the 1980s.  Dick and Tom Diewold announced in late 1985 that the 
restaurant was for sale and put it on the market in January 1986.  They decided to close the Arion 
Restaurant at the beginning of March 1986, 50 years after their father had opened the Brown Derby 
Café (“The Arion falls victim to hard times,” Hawk-Eye,  March 3, 1986, 1).  The estate of Bertha 
Diewold transferred the property to sons Richard and Thomas in April 1990.  The Diewolds continued to 
own the property until 1997.  During this period, Dick’s son Curt’s wife Martha Diewold started Parties 
Unlimited in the small store room, and then she expanded into the larger first story space after the 
restaurant closed.  She then moved the successful business to Roosevelt Ave, where it has continued 
to grow (Dick Diewold interview). 
 
In 1997, the Diewold family sold the building to Bruns & Hall, LC.  They then sold it to Great River 
Insurance Company in January 2000.  The building then became part of the other Great River Financial 
Group properties on the block.  In 2007, they changed their name to Two Rivers Financial Group.  The 
affiliated Employee Benefit Systems (EBS) also operates here. 
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Location map 

 
Base aerial photography by Aerial Services Inc for Des Moines County GIS Commission, March 2010. 
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Building plan (from assessor’s website) 
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Historic images 
 

 
 

Ad for Casino Café in February 1947 issue of Railroader, page 17 
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Marquee for Arion Restaurant (Downtown Partners collection) 
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Arion Restaurant in 1977 (Downtown Partners collection) 
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View of building in February 1982 (American Classic Images) 
 

Online at http://americanclassicimages.com/ 
Default.aspx?tabid=141&txtSearch=CATAdvancedSearch1%2c15%2c3%2c438&ProductID=27200 
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Digital photographs 
 

 
Photograph 29-01243-001 – West (front) elevation, looking northeast (McCarley, November 15, 2012) 
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Photograph 29-01243-002 – East (rear) elevation, looking west (McCarley, November 15, 2012) 

 


